A PAINTER AND HIS TIMES
hundred years what Germanic rule meant. Perhaps that was the
reason I saw it clearly from the start. That Hungary was roped in
twice in two decades to fight with Germany was the biggest tragedy
of that tragic nation.
After two days of doing nothing, and now and then forced to look
my sorrow square in the eye, Robert came. I told him I was through
with the water-colours and he didn't mind too much. He was
making money on the black market which, owing to the shortage in
most things, was expanding rapidly. Robert's delicate pro-German
soul apparently didn't shrink from that degrading trade. He came
to give me advice.
"Peter," he said, "you'll end up by being shot, and you don't want
that."
"No," 1 said.
"Then^first of all you and Nona must stop speaking of the Germans
in public as you do. You call them Boches, and they hear it. But
the thing that will get you into hot water is that talking all over the
place. We all know what you're doing and you know what the
Germans are going to do if they catch you at it. To spread false
rumours. Anyway, what are you going to do ? You can't sit here
eternally."
"I want to get to England, I must get to England. Now that Dodo
is dead, there's nothing to hold me."
Robert decided to be sarcastic. "There's one way of getting to
England. Go through Russia and Siberia and then take a boat at
Vladivostock to California, and from California travel to New
York, and there take boat again, and by the time you get to London
you can start selling water-colours again, because you'll find the
Germans there."
But I was immune to that sort of talk. I'd swallowed a lot in
two months. It only made my anger deeper and slowly my petty
little self was giving way to something I never suspected existed in
me.
1 had another visit that day* It was from Mr. Squibb, who said
he was again getting money regularly from America, and he would
let me have two thousand francs a month till 1 found a way out. God
bless him for it. So I was abroad again and it was time, too. The
Blitz had started.